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What did you do 

this summer?

street calming  
project

neighborhood cat  
spay & neuter  

project!
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I
t’s only the middle of Au-
gust as I write this, but signs 
of the end of summer are all 
around.  The temperatures 
are in the mid 80’s when I 
wake up, the sun is rising 
later, and I just ran into five 

Willo neighbors at the grocery store.  It’s 
been a long summer and I think most of us 
will be happy to see it end bringing much 
cooler weather on the horizon.

As we gather together after our sum-
mer hiatus, evidenced by this issue of  
Inside Willo and followed by our Board 
meeting on September 8th, it’s time to catch 
up on what has happened over the sum-
mer.   There is a lot of activity around the 
neighborhood from new street signs along 
7th Avenue denoting the travel/turn lanes, 
to shrinking real estate inventory and for-
ward movement on our streetscape project.  
We’re seeing new development along Mc-
Dowell at 7th Avenue with at least two new 
restaurants slated to go in on the Southeast 
corner and hopefully some new activity on 
the Northeast corner as that property has 

found the right financing to proceed.   New 
signage along 7th avenue will hopefully help 
drivers navigate the street in morning and 
afternoon traffic, plus every major intersec-
tion from Thomas to Camelback now have 
turn arrows.  Our real estate market has 
gone down to as little as 12 homes for sale 
in Willo at one point, making it difficult for 
buyers but a nicer market for sellers.  Hope-
fully a lack of inventory will help raise our 
home values.   We’ve also just passed our 
first “anniversary” since our move into the 
Squaw Peak Police Precinct, now known as 
Mountain View.  As previously noted, the 
original transition was seamless, our crime 
rates have consistently dropped, and we’ve 
gained some great officers in the neigh-
borhood.  We do have a new Commander, 
Glenn Gardner who will join us at our Sep-
tember meeting.

Coming up, watch for updates on our 
streetscape project breaking ground and 
our fall yard sale and GAIN Event. Also, on 
October 15 we'll have movie night in the 
park and more.   Until then, see you ‘round 
the hood.      

the
p r e s i d e n t ’ s  

l e t t e r

B r a d  B r a u e r  ( m o n t e  v i s t a )
Willo Neighborhood President

Welcome Back!
september 2011

Fun in phoenix

T he Mountain View 
Police Precinct Family 
Fun Day, is an effort 

made by the Officer’s of the 
Mountain View Precinct to 
strengthen their relationship 
between the community and 
your officers.

Without support from the 
community, the success of the 
city and its police department 
is hampered.  It is the hope of 
the Mountain View Precinct 
hosting this event, such as 
our family fun day, the rela-

tionship between the police 
department and community 
will grow and be strengthened 
by making our city a safer and 
better place to live.  

During our Family Fun 
Day, a variety of events, will 
promote fun, education and 
crime prevention programs.  
Some of the planned activi-
ties will be:
◆  Child Fingerprinting 
◆  Charlie Check First Pre-
sentation (The department 
no longer promotes “stranger 

danger”)
◆  Fire education (provided by 
the Phoenix Fire Department)
◆  Street Hockey (a chance 
for kids to hang out and play 
with officers)
◆  A no charge BBQ (paid 
for by various community 
partners)
◆  McGruff will be in atten-
dance
◆  Arts and Crafts with Of-
ficers
◆  A bike rodeo (kids please 
bring your bikes and helmets)

◆  9-1-1 education for kids 
brought to you by our dis-
patchers
◆ Police car tour

Come join us for a morning 
of fun and community cama-
raderie at your Mountain View 
Precinct, 2075 East Maryland 
Avenue, Saturday September 
24, from 8 a.m. to 12 p.m..

For question please con-
tact Mary Roestenberg, Com-
munity Programs Officer at 
mary.roestenberg@phoenix.
gov.      

Mountain View Police  
Precinct Family Fun Day
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Willo Website
Join the Willo email list to receive important neighbor 
notifaications and updates. To subscribe, send an email 
to: WilloTalk-join@WilloHisotricDistrict.com. The Willo 
website, www.willohistoricdistrict.com contains informa-
tion on neighborhood activities, committee and board 
meetings. Webmaster Eric Eggert can be contacted at  
webmaster@willohistoricdistrict.com. 

Willo historic neighborhood Association board
The Willo Historic Neighborhood Association Board 
was established in the early 1980s. The members are  
volunteers and are elected every two years in March. The  
association does not collect dues and does not act like a 
Home Owner’s Association (HOA). Rather, its function is to 
serve the collective well being of the neighborhood. Meet-
ings are typically held the second Thursday of each month 
at 6:30 pm at the Fairfield Inn and Suites Hotel. All resi-
dents of Willo are invited to attend. Agendas are available  
online prior to the meeting at www.willohistoricdistric.com.

Inside Willo newsletter
This free newsletter is published monthly (excluding July &  
August) by a committee headed by Willo volunteers.  Willo 
neighbors are encouraged to submit neighborhood news, tid-
bits, photos and articles (between 250-350 words) by the 10th of 
each month.   We reserve the right to: edit as needed, attribute 
to the submitting neighbor (with the street they live on where 
appropriate), determine which issue the information may be 
printed and use content on our website and in neighborhood 
promotional materials.  The Willo Neighborhood Association is 
not responsible for nor endorses the editorial content in Inside 
Willo.  A copy of Inside Willo is also posted to the Willo website 
each month.

City preservation  
historic@phoenix.gov	 	 	 602-261-8699
Walk-in hours are 8:00 am to 12:00 pm, Mondays through Fri-
days at the main office, located at 200 W. Washington Street, 
17th Floor. The field office is The Ellis-Shackelford House at 1242 
N. Central Avenue (by appointment only)

exterior rehabilitation program 
http://phoenix.gov/HISTORIC/hprehab.html
historic Designation 
http://phoenix.gov/HISTORIC/faqs.html
City neighborhood services 
General Information   602-262-6011 
Fight Back Program   602-495-3738 
Graffiti Busters Hotline   602-495-7014 
KEEP IT CLEAN!   602-534-4444 
Landlord/Tenant Counseling  602-262-7210 
Property Maintenance Violations  602-262-7844 
Grants Administration   602-262-7158
phoenix police (also to report speeding) 
Officer Julie Raines/Willo Representative 
julie.raines@phoenix.gov  602-361-4501
Crimestop     602-262-6151
City Councilmember/District 7 
Hon. Michael Nowakowski  602-262-7492

i n s i d e  w i l l o

w i l l o  B o a R d  o f  d i R E c T o R S

b r a d  b r a u e r  ( p r e s i d e n t )   brad@bradbrauer.com  602-690-1400
j a s o n  b l i s s  ( v i c e  p r e s i d e n t )  jbliss@cavanaghlaw.com 480-577-6171
l a u r e n  z e l l  e i s e n s t e i n  ( s e c r e t a r y )  laurenzell@gmail.com 600-111-0000
c o l i n  v o g e l  ( t r e a s u r e r )  cvogel@eatonassociates.com 480-385-7345
g r e g  c o r n s  cornsgreg@gmail.com 602-524-8000
p h i l  f l e m m i n g  flemming@ypklaw.com 602-501-2492
a n d r e a  m e u r y  andrea@betzoldmeury.com 602-692-0518
g e n e  n a n c e  Genenance1@yahoo.com 602-252-5397
b o b  t h o m a s  rwthomas123@aol.com 623-363-8147
d o n  va l l e j o  dval549770@aol.com 602--301-1041
pa t r i c e  wa p p e l  iwilliam@cox.net 602-248-0408
j o n  w h i t c o m b  jonwhitcomb@cox.net 602-475-5900
t o n y  w i e r  twier@cox.net 602--253-0987 

C o m m i t t e e s

h i s t o r i c a l  r e g i s t r at i o n  a n d  r e n e wa l 
g e n e  n a n c e  genenance1@yahoo.com 602-252-5397

t r a f f i c  m i t i g at i o n
t r a c y  g r o m e r   tagromer@msn.com  602-340-0706

n e w s l e t t e r  d e l i v e r y 
j i m  d u fa u lt  &  s c o t t  d r i s c o l l  querelle@cox.net 602-626-7657

b l o c k  wat c h 
j o n  w h i t c o m b  willoblockwatch@yahoo.com 602-620-3900

k l e a n s t r e e t s 
pa t r i c e  wa p p e l  iwilliam@cox.net 602-248-0408

w e b s i t e
e r i c  e g g e r t  webmaster@willohistoricdistrict.com
   602-712-9868

i n s i d e  w i l l o  n e w s l e t t e r
a n d r e a  m e u r y  ( b o a r d  l i a i s o n )  andrea@betzoldmeury.com 602-692-0518
a n d r e a  k a t s e n e s  ( e d i t o r )   willonews@willohistoricdistrict.com 
   602-694-1275
m e g a n  d e s m o n d  ( a d  s a l e s  m a n a g e r )   
 megan@desmonddesign.com    602-799-4295
r a l p h  g r o o m  (g r a p h i c  d e s i g n e r )  
 ralphgroom@earthlink.net 718-704-7244 
 

c o m m u n i t y  a c t i o n  o f f i c e r
o f f i c e r  j u l i e  s m i t h  julie.smith@phoenix.gov 602-361-4501

g a i n  e v e n t
r h o n d a  j o b e  rljobe@cox.net 602-374-5338
c h r i s  w e r t h e i m  cwerthy@cox.net 602-944-5340

w i l l o  p l a n
c h r i s  w e r t h e i m  cwerthy@cox.net 602-944-5340

w e l c o m e  wa g o n  
pa t r i c e  wa p p e l  iwilliam@cox.net 602-248-0408

s tat u t o r y  a g e n t
p h i l  f l e m m i n g  flemming@ypklaw.com 602-501-2492

i n s i d e  w i l l o
the

C o n t a C t
l i s t
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301 W. AlmeriA | Phoenix, AZ 85003
S A l e  o r  l e A S e :  $ 4 8 9 , 0 0 0| 4  b e d r o o m S / 4  b At h S

Available for Sale or Lease!  Elegant Spanish Colonial built in 1931 as model home for Willo/Kenilworth neighborhood and listed on the national registry of 
historic homes. Features includes 750 sq ft basement and enclosed 240 sq ft sun room not included in total sq footage brings complete sq. footage to 3,800. Numer-
ous updated features: HVAC, appliances blend with vintage style lighting fixtures, barreled ceilings, original hardwood flooring and tile treatments recall old world 
craftsmanship and are a step back in time while surrounded by modern conveniences. Entertain a casual family gathering or a formal party from the updated kitchen 
with chef level gourmet gas range/ovens, and Subzero refrigerator. Separate guest suite/office provides additional privacy and space. Oversized lot offers spacious and 
private patio spaces with grassy play area. Close to light rail and all downtown venues. Urban living at its finest.  Also available for lease.

l i n d A  m i l l e r 
602-478-0089  
lindA.miller@ruSSlyon.com    

n A n c y  n A S h b A n 
602-684-5000 
lifeS2njoy@Aol.com
they never SAy no to nAncy
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  SepTember 

this month is Responsible Dog ownership Days!
Canine Good CiTizen 
WHen: Saturday, Sep-
tember 24th after class  
WHere: Paradise Val-
ley Park (40th Street 
between Union Hills & 
Bell Rd.) 
Fee: $12 for 1 test; $20 
for both (Pre-registra-
tion required. Please 
call 602-992-8743 to 
register or if you have 
any questions.) 

    The Canine Good 
Citizen Program is 
designed to reward 
dogs who have good 
manners at home and 
in the community. 
The CGC Program 
started in 1989 by the 
American Kennel Club 
and stresses respon-
sible pet ownership for 
owners and basic good 
manners for dogs. 
This program can help 
assure that the dogs 
we love will always be 
welcomed and well-
respected members of 
our community.  
Go to: www.akc.org/
events/cgc/index.cfm 
for detailed informa-
tion.

THerapy doG inTer-
naTional TeSTinG! 
for testing require-
ments and information 
on how your dog can 
be an ambassador of 
compassion at hos-
pitals and other care 
facilities go to www.
tdi-dog.org  

aidS Walk pHoenix 
& 5k run Dogs like 
Chloe (McDowell Av-
enue) are doing their 
part to raise funds for 
19 Valley-based HIV/
AIDS agencies during 
this year’s AIDS Walk 
Phoenix & 5K Run 
on October 2nd.  Willo 
resident pup, Chloe, a 
mixed breed rescued 
from the street was 
the “Top Dog” fund 
raiser last year, and 
will pitch in again 
this year to generate 
dollars for Paws for 
the Cause.  More than 
500 good-natured, 
sociable dogs ambled 
alongside their own-
ers last year, rais-
ing over $17,000 (in 
addition to the $10 
registration fee which 
includes an AIDS Walk 
bandana and a bag of 
dog treats).   Chloe’s 
fund-raising efforts 
produced $3,321.00.  
Chloe is also featured 
pup on this year’s pro-
motional poster!

“Dogs are so impor-
tant in our lives and in 
the lives of more than 
400,000 men and 
women with HIV and 
AIDS who own dogs,” 
said Mike Oleskow 
(McDowell Blvd), 2011 
Paws for the Cause 
chair.  “Scientific 
studies show the posi-

tive impact that dogs 
can have in lowering 
anxiety, reducing blood 
pressure and prevent-
ing depression com-
pared with HIV-posi-
tive pet owners who do 
not own pets.”   

Dog owners regis-
tering for the event at   
www.aidswalkphoenix.
com also have access 
to resources to create 
fund-raising posters, 
cards and web pages 
to generate pledges.

THinGS To do:

◆ Youth (grades 5-12) 
SHoTokan karaTe 
classes are offered 

now at the downtwon 
YMCA and taught by 
Willo resident, Tom 
Conners! Contact 
tvconners@cox.net for 
more information.

◆ Join Willo neigh-
bor, Julie Hampton 
(Coronado) for a 
Happy Hour at her 
new store a.ware on 
Friday, September 
9th from 4:00 – 6:00 
p.m.  a.ware carries 
a variety of design-
savvy and handmade 
wares  from all over 
the U.S. and Italy—
cards, jewelry, ceram-
ics, soap, scarves, 
books, bags and 

more.  Or join one of 
a.ware’s do-it-yourself 
workshops in knit-
ting, soldering, metal 
stamping, rubber 
stamping, felting, or 
bookmaking.  
 
◆ On September 9 
Josie Ciricione will 
present a rubber 
STampinG WorkSHop 
from 6:00 – 8:00 p.m. 
for $35.  For more 
information, call Julie 
at 602-262-2092. 
a.ware, 4700 N. Cen-
tral Ave. #101, Phoe-
nix, AZ  85012 (next to 
Lola Coffee in Hula’s 
Modern Tiki complex 
on Central).  

the
n e i g h b o r h o o d 

n e w s

Congratulations to the  
Cairney's! John and Heather 
Cairney (Holly) welcomed 
baby girl, London Katherine 
Cairney, on August 11th. 

Welcome to the neighborhood:
◆ Bob and Diana Herman (Monte Vista) and their pup, 
Charlotte welcome a new puppy to their home. Molly  
was adopted from a rescue group in Prescott, where the 
Herman’s spend their summers.  Molly is 4 1/2 months 
old and the pups love each other! 

◆ Julie Hoffheins (Cambridge) adopted a 
new, two year old, 5 lb. Chihuahua from the Maricopa 
County shelter. Stewie, named after the toddler on the 
TV show “The Family Guy”. 
 
◆ Dan Masters & Robert Pargmann (Vernon) welcomed puppy, 
Trooper, into their home!   

We WanT To Hear From you!
If your are new to the neighborhood, 
have a new baby (human or pet), or 
have any news you want to share, 
please contact the Inside Willo staff at 
willonews@willohistoricdistrict.com
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advertise  
in the next 

contact megan desmond
602-799-4295

megan@desmonddesign.com

we’re just the thing your business needs

i n s i d e  w i l l o
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 e
ach street in Willo 
have them - neigh-
bor cats living 
under our homes, 
in the alleys, in our 

yards, that don’t seem to be-
long to anyone.  They just live 
on our streets and are fed by 
the generosity of residents.  
You may be bothered by our 
four legged neighbors, but 
they add great value to our 
neighborhood by helping us 
control the rodent popula-
tion, and by nature, they 
“stake out” their territory 
and keep out other feral cats 
from coming onto the Willo 
street they occupy.  

It is important for neigh-
bors to coexist with our furry 
neighbors and help the feral 
cats live healthy and happily 
by controlling their popula-
tion through spay/neutering.  

Professionals illustrate 
that as feral cats repro-
duce- sometimes up to 12 
new kittens per year from 
one cat, the food supply 
they compete for demises, 
so many go undernourished.  
Additionally, with more and 
more cats concentrated in 
one location, disease and 
competition become a nega-
tive issue.  Taking the time to 
spay/neuter the existing feral 
cats that are living in Willo 
will help us control other 
cats from coming into our 
neighborhood, will stop the 
number of feral cats in Willo 
from increasing, assuring 
that the current cats live a 
healthier life.

Thankfully the Willo 
Board appreciates that as a 
neighborhood, we need to 
help neighbors address and 
control our feral cat popula-

tion, and have approved a 
pilot program that partners 
with the Animal Defense 
League of Arizona’s  “Trap, 
Neuter, Return” (TNR hotline) 
program.  TNR contracts with 
Valley Veterinarians to pro-
vide, at cost, spay and neuter 
surgeries for feral cats. 

“The key to the success 
of this program is not unlike 
the key to a successful Block 
Watch program—neighbor-
hood involvement.  Willo 
neighbors who get involved 
will be the ones to keep an 
“eye” on our neighborhood 
cats, and if they recognize 
a new cat to the area, they 
would notify a contact person 
in the neighborhood who can 
help to get this cat trapped 
and neutered or spayed,” 
said a Willo resident.

To participate, Willo neigh-
bors should contract the 
Trap, Neuter, Return at (602) 
265-7729, or contact Karen 
with TNR directly at  
KAnderson@ADLAZ.org 
to make an appointment 
with a local, participat-
ing Veterinarians for spay/
neuter surgery.  The TNR 
also have traps available for 
loan to neighbors.  The Willo 
neighbor will have to provide 
a Willo address to TNR and 
be willing to trap and bring 
the cat(s) into the Vet for 
the surgery.  You will also be 
required to return the cat to 
the neighborhood where it 
was captured after surgery.  
The costs for the surgeries 
will be covered by the Willo 
neighborhood – at no cost to 
the Willo neighbor.

If we spay/neuter the feral 
cats that currently live in 
Willo, and return them to our 

neighborhood after surgery, 
they will continue to live in 
Willo, helping us deter rodent 
overpopulation and will 
STOP the continuous birth of 
homeless kittens.

Willo neighbor, Yvonne 
Anderson will be hosting an 
open house in her home on 
Tuesday, September 27th 
7:00 pm, 62 W Encanto Blvd., 
where representatives from 
the Animal Defense League’s 
Spay/Neuter program will be 
on hand to answer questions 
about the hotline, how to trap 
feral cats prior to surgery 
and how the group is work-
ing to reduce the number 
of cats living on the street.  
All neighbors are welcome; 
please let Yvonne know  
you are coming at  
yvonne.anderson@cox.net.

Many thanks to Willo 
animal lovers for helping us 
control animal homelessness 
through spay and neutering.  

Again, to make an appoint-
ment to take Willo feral cats 
in for spay/neutering, please:
◆ Contact the Animal De-
fense Leagues’ Trap, Neuter, 
Return hotline at 602 265-
7729 or Karen Anderson at 
KAnderson@ADLAZ.org.
◆ Provide your name and 
Willo address to have expens-
es covered by the Willo pilot 
program. 
◆ Obtain traps from TNR if 
needed or contact Willo neigh-
bor, Lisa Burke (Cambridge) at 
pnutlm@gmail.com  for coach-
ing and/or trap loans.
◆ Take feral cats into as-
signed Vet for surgery.
◆ After 24 hours, return al-
tered feral cats to the street/
Willo location where they 
previously lived.
◆ Visit www.SpayNeuter-
Hotline.org for additional 
information or call Karen 
Anderson w/ TNR at (602) 
265-7729.   

FerAl CAts

Help Us Control 
the Feral Cat  
population in Willo
Andrea Katsenes (Vernon)

Feral Cats

It is no surprise to most of us who live in the Willo neighborhood that we coexist 
with a feral cat population.  A feral cat s a free roaming domestic cat that was 
never socialized by a human or a cat who was once domestic, but who has been 

out on the streets for so long that they have become feral.  Whether you like cats 
or not, the fact is, cats have lived in this neighborhood for years and years.  And 
they will continue to live in this neighborhood, regardless of whether some people 
choose to euthanize ones that they find, or in worst case scenarios, poison them.  
This will never eliminate a feral cat population from this neighborhood for two 
reasons. The first reason is that as long as there is a continuing food source, such 
as the neighbors who choose to put out food for cats, new cats will always come 
into the neighborhood.  And secondly, many neighbors have “pet” cats who they 
allow to free roam, and who they feed outside.  These cats may also contribute to 
the cat population in the neighborhood if they are not spayed/neutered and their 
litters may be free to roam about as well. 

The most effective strategy to control a cat population is the practice of Trap/
Neuter/Spay (TNR).  The objective of this process is to humanely trap the cats, 
have them altered so that they do not reproduce and release them back to where 
they were when they were found.  Experts in the field of animal behavior remind 
us that altered cats greatly minimize unwanted behaviors such as spraying, vo-
calizing, and fighting.  They are also very useful in keeping roof rats at bay. 
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"CAke WArs"

Q & A

C
upcake artists and 
Willo neighbor Brady 
Breese, with the help 
of lead baker Salvador 
Garcia, from the local 
gourmet bakery Urban 

Cookies and OllieCake are the winners of 
‘Cupcake Wars’ Season 3: Miss USA airing 
on the Food Network. 

The duo won with four bizarre but effec-
tive creations and self-taught baker Breese 
was stunned when respected international 
chef Florian Bellanger, in an un-charac-
teristically gushing moment, told Breese 
that one of his creations should be called 
“the new All American Cupcake,” bring-
ing Breese to near tears. “Going into this 
competition, we really felt like underdogs, 
particularly since in our bakery we use all-

natural organic ingredients and aren’t ex-
pert decorators.” 

Breese and Salvador beat out the com-
petition to win $10,000. Along with the top 
cupcake display, the four winning creations 
celebrated the 60th anniversary of the Miss 
USA Pageant. The winning cupcakes were: 
◆ oranGe olive oil and roSeWaTer 
CupCake: an orange olive oil cake brushed 
with a honey glaze and topped with a rose-
water scented butter cream frosting and 
fresh rose petals. 
◆ peaCH-berry SHorTCake Cup-
Cake: a peach corn cake topped with 
whipped cream, a berry compote and tar-
ragon shortcake. 
◆ oranGe-SCenTed CHoColaTe 
CampFire CupCake: an orange-scented 
chocolate cake housed in an orange half, 

and then topped with cream cheese frost-
ing and dark chocolate chards. 
◆ TomaTo Soup and Grilled CHeeSe 
CupCake: a tomato and thyme cake 
topped with a honey mascarpone frosting, 
parmesan crisps and roasted, sugared to-
matoes. 

Congratulations to the Breese team for 
making the Valley a little more “sweet”.   

Willo Neighbors, Urban  
Cookies, & OllieCake WiN 
“WARs” with Four  Creations

b itsy and George Susich 
with daughter, Nina - 
529 W. Granada – were 

part of the 2011 Willo Home 
Tour.  They have lived in Willo 
since 1998 and had consid-
ered having their home on 
tour for several years.  When 
Tom Vigil, this year’s co-chair 
with Jill Bray, approached 
them about signing on, they 
were happy to do so.

I interviewed Bitsy (and 
George) 3 months after the 
home tour and asked them 
about their experience:

WHy did you deCide To 
move To Willo?  We lived 
near the Arizona Center and 
loved the downtown feel.  Since 
we appreciated the architec-

ture of Willo, that’s where we 
began to search for a home.  

are you Happy you 
CHoSe a Home in Willo?  
We love living where neigh-
bors are truly neighbors!  We 
love being able to show and 
share our home.  We want 
this to be the place where 
our daughter grows up and 
will want to keep in the fam-
ily for years to come.

WHaT remodelinG/deCo-
raTinG projeCTS did you 
do To GeT ready For THe 
Home Tour?  Most of the 
major remodeling projects 
were done when we first 
moved in so once we commit-
ted to being on tour, 

we completed a few “minor” 
projects and we were ready!  
Oh, …and a serious purge and 
de-clutter.  

WHaT adviCe Would you 
oFFer To oTHerS WHo 
are THinkinG abouT 
puTTinG THeir Home on 
Tour?  Commit Early!!!  
Have a timeline of what you 
want to accomplish.  There 
will always be glitches……so 
give yourself plenty of time.  
Don’t worry if you don’t 
think your house is perfect.  
People will Love it!

WHaT WaS THe beST parT 
oF beinG on THe Tour?  
This was such a positive 

event for us.  The 

“best part” list is very long—
tacos and margaritas with 
neighbors and friends who 
helped “man” our house 
during the tour, the neighbor 
who brought over a lemon 
tart (just because), meeting 
a woman who lived nearby as 
a teenager who remembered 
what the kitchen looked like 
“before”, hearing hundreds 
of compliments on our home, 
having our home spotlighted 
in Phoenix Home and Garden, 
(issue to run in March or 
April 2012) and featured 
on Fox News.  The “Twilight 
Tour” made the whole tour 
experience more relaxing.  
The Friday party—the Satur-
day party!  Everything was 
First Class!   

Chatting with Bitsy & George Susich
Diana Herman
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the
s h o r t s  

s e c t i o n

Willo WonDer AWArD

K
arla Panich and 
Mary Temm at 
306 W. Virgin-
ia, have a yard 
that is a breath 
of “cool” air 
in the dead of 

summer. It is astonishing that a yard 
can look so perfect in this kind of heat. 
As you stand on the sidewalk admiring 
the yard, you forget for a moment that it 
is 108 degrees as the Zen feel draws you 
in. Karla and Mary have been Willo ho-
meowners for 17 years and had dreams 
of re-landscaping the front yard but 
struggled with how to incorporate 
two 30’ foot Ash trees into that vision. 
Sadly the “Great WIllo Storm of 2008” 
provided them with a clean slate as the 
high winds were too much for the trees 
to bare. With the help of Joe Cascio of 
Cascio Dezine Solutions, they began a 

quest to create an inviting and visually 
appealing front yard by carefully select-
ing trees that provide shade such as the 
Tipuana tipu tree which blooms apri-
cot yellow flowers and is a fast grower. 
They added a color variation with a 
Fruitless Plumb tree known to grow a 
dense symmetrical canopy making a 
great accent plant. They began by add-
ing a slow winding sidewalk curving it 
to the left to an elevated patio that just 

begs to be visited. The yard has nice 
sloping berms with low perfectly round 
bushes in all the right places, along with 
flowering orange lantana and soft orna-
mental grasses. There was one particu-
lar trouble spot that would not allow a 
plant to thrive, so putting their artistic 
thinking caps on, and with a little hunt-
ing, they found a lovely cactus sculpture 
that sealed the deal and added the final 
unique touch to the yard. Lighting was 
a must and in the evenings the whole 
yard gives off a soft glow. In the cooler 
months Karla and Mary enjoy morning 
coffee on the patio, sipping wine there 
in the afternoon or just chatting with 
the neighbors. So if you see them hang-
ing out on the patio stop by and say hi. 
Many thanks to Southwest Gardner for 
their continued support of our visual 
award by providing all recipients with a 
$25 gift certificate.   

A Cool Yard Gives 
Off seReNe Vibe

liT SereniTy:
landscaping sconce 
from 306 W. Virginia
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i n s i d e  w i l l o
the

s h o r t s  
s e c t i o n

summer 2012

What  
Did You 
Do this 
summer?

Top (CloCkWiSe):  Camping and fishing in Durango, Colorado (Mark [inset], Julie and 
Gretchen Weeter, Holly Avenue); Don Vallejo and Bob Cannon in Pisa, Italy; Jill and Dave 
Bray at their family's lake house in New York state; and Bob McCarville.
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the
s h o r t s  

s e c t i o n

summer 2012

What  
Did You 
Do this 
summer?

Top (CloCkWiSe):  Julianna and Caroline McKenzie (Palm Lane) 
paddleboarding in Minnesota; Tom Vigil hiking in New York; Gretchen 
Weeter and George Meury on the beach in Coronado, California; June 
5, 2011 Half-Marathon finishers; Andrea Meury, Andrea Katsenes, Julie 
Weeter and Kaley Weeter in Coronado, California.
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Art, clothing, jewelry! 
AlwAys A treAt!

advertise in the NEXT inside willo

contact megan d. martinez
602-799-4295

megan@desmonddesign.com

we’re just the thing your business needs!
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i n s i d e  w i l l o
the

s h o r t s  
s e c t i o n

summer 2012

What  
Did You 
Do this 
summer?

Top (CloCkWiSe):  
Phil Fleming in San 

Diego, California; Cam-
erona Bray (Cornoado) 

finishing up a jet ski 
ride on Lake Chautau-

qua; Randy Betner and 
Declan Reynolds (Coro-
nado) on the Coronado 
beach; Reynolds family 

(Coronado) on Coronado 
Island; Willo neighbors 
"carb load" before the 

marathon that took 
place in San Diego, 

California.
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Dog neWs

 

Yo u r  F u l l  S e r v i c e  I n d e p e n d e n t  B o o k s t o r e

3508 n 7th st PHX 85014 | B/W indian school & thomas

602.274.7530 www.BardsBooks.com
Open 7 Days a Week! M-Sa 10am-6pm Su 11am-6pm

Buy Books, Shop Local!

WeSt SIde
oF 7th St

BUY/SeLL/
tRAde

advertise in the NEXT inside willo

contact megan d. martinez
602-799-4295

megan@desmonddesign.com

we’re just the thing your business needs!
sid & Aaron on Lewis, 
along with their pup 
"harry" are anxiously 
awaiting the arrival of 
new triplets this month.  
harry is getting com-
fortable in his new "fa-
vorite place" in the  
babies nursery. 

i n s i d e  w i l l o
the

s h o r t s  
s e c t i o n
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623-341-4683
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GAiN event &Yard sale 
Coming in October!

T
his year the Willo 
neighborhood will 
be celebrating our 
annual GAIN event 
on October 15th in 
Walden Park.  Come 

join the men and women of the Mountain 
View Police Precinct as they prepare a light 
breakfast (their breakfast burritos are the 
best in town!).  Festivities will start at 6:30 
a.m., and will end when the food runs out.  

Also, be sure to fill up on food and 
meet a new neighbor before you head off 

to the annual Willo neighborhood 
yard sale.  We will have signage and 
a newspaper ad letting the commu-
nity know that several homes in the 
neighborhood will be holding yard 
sales on October 15th.  If you want to 
participate, all you have to do is set 
up your “sale” and display your wares 
in your yard or driveway.

Start the morning off right and be 
a part of an Arizona and a Willo tradi-
tion.  Hope to see you there!

For more questions, about the event 
or if you wish to help please contact Don 
Vallejo at Dval549770@aol.com    

Don Vallejo (Cypress)

the
s h o r t s  

s e c t i o n

oCtober eVents

home tour 2012

Willo  Artists

 each year the brochure cover for The Willo Home 
Tour has a unique look.  This year to achieve 
that goal we are asking for your help to make 
that statement. We thought we could have some 
fun and challenge our resident budding artists, 

want-to-be artists and of course our master artists to 
submit their ideas for the brochure cover. Many of you 
have generously donated your services before and we 
look forward to a reprise. Although the tour isn’t until 
February 12, 2012 there are of course deadlines to meet! 
The ball is already rolling and things are in play.

We are using this year to build momentum for our 25th 
anniversary in 2013. There isn’t any set theme, so we 
are asking you to be creative. The basics in your design 
should include the following information:

24TH annual Willo HiSToriC Home Tour & STreeT 
Fair, Sunday, February 12, 2012

The selected artwork may be used on local billboards 
and other printed materials. All inquiries may be emailed 
to tom@willotour.com.   

Artsy-Folks for 
Home Tour



Licensed, Bonded & Insured   ROC 144742

We Accept Visa, American Express, Mastercard

Visit our showroom located at:
2530 N. 7th St., Suite #102 Phoenix, AZ  85006

tel; (602) 271-9081   toll Free: (877) 271-9081   Fax: (602) 253-3237
www.sierrahardwoodfloors.com

S A L E S  *  I N S TA L L AT I O N  *  R E S T O R AT I O N  *  R E PA I R

We specialize in Historic Homes!

Sierra
Hardwood floors

Featuring...  The Oneida Vac Floor Sanding Dust Containment  
System for Virtually Dust-Free Sanding!
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All	figures	as	of	08/23/2011.		Information	provided	by	Arizona		
Regional	Multiple	Listing	Service	and	is	listed	by	individual		

brokers.		For	more	information,	please	contact	the	listing	agent,		
one	of	our	advertising	realtors	or	your	real	estate	professional.

sold or pending  status price

29 W. Lewis   PENDING $109,900
26 W. Edgemont PENDING $132,500
62 W. Edgemont PENDING $150,000
333 W. Coronado PENDING $150,000
46 W. Vernon  PENDING $199,000
111 W. Almeria  PENDING $214,900
98 W. Lewis  PENDING $250,000
139 W. Coronado PENDING $252,500
350 W. Virginia  PENDING $259,900
87 W. Windsor  PENDING $319,000
121 W. Granada PENDING $325,000
84 W. Encanto  PENDING $359,900
314 W. Encanto PENDING $374,900
326 W. Windsor SOLD  $180,000
78 W. Virginia  SOLD  $182,000
50 W. Windsor  SOLD  $192,000
501 W. Edgemont SOLD  $207,000
538 W. Palm  SOLD  $239,000
546 W. Encanto SOLD  $240,000
522 W. Cambridge SOLD  $248,900
330 W. Cypress SOLD  $285,000
517 W. Almeria  SOLD  $315,000
512 W. Encanto SOLD  $335,000
501 W. Palm  SOLD  $360,000
310 W. Holly  SOLD  $612,000

For sale in Willo status  price  

54 W. Holly   Active  $150,000
76 W. Lewis  Active  $178,000
60 W. Lewis  Active  $235,000
71 W. Cambridge Active  $240,000
305 W. Cypress Active  $350,000
325 W. Coronado Active  $399,750
73 W. Lewis  Active  $430,000
301 W. Almeria  Active  $489,000
506 W. Cypress Active  $515,000
513 W. Monte Vista Active  $700,000
90 W. Virginia  Active  $1,050,000

Real	estate	information	provided	by	Brad	Brauer,	Prudential	
Arizona.		

i n s i d e  w i l l o
the

s h o r t s  
s e c t i o n

reAl estAteSOLD!

Mobile:   602-377-1571 
  v a n d e r h o f f h o m e s @ a o l . c o m

Get  
reSuLtS 
with a  

reaLtOr 
yOu can 
truSt...

homesmart elite

Vicki  
VanDerhOff

 
your willo  
neighbor  
& historic  
Specialist

Sold! 

Sold! 
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roAD improVements

street Calming 
project

D id you know 
that the City 
of Phoenix has 
provided its 
approval for 

the Willo Neighborhood Asso-
ciation to move forward with its 
Streetscape Improvement Plan 
on 3rd and 5th Avenue at Edge-
mont? As a new board member 
and chairman of the Streetscape 
Improvement Project I have 
been asked by the board to solic-
it bids and make my recommen-
dation in selection of a contrac-
tor for this project. In doing so 
I wanted to invite you to attend 
the September board meeting 
to learn more about the project 
and ask any questions you may 
have pertaining to it.

If you have lived in the Willo 
for sometime, you are no doubt 
familiar with this project as 
it has been a topic of discus-
sion for well over six years. 
The Streetscape Improvement 
project will provide numerous 
benefits to the area including 
additional shade and traffic 
calming. It will also serve as a 
nice transition as you enter and 
exit the neighborhood from 
Thomas. The architectural ren-
dering will provide perspective 
on the size and location of the 
area’s affected.

As for the project, the 3rd 
Avenue plan will add small is-
lands just north of Edgemont 
on both the east and west side 
of the street while the 5th Av-

enue project will only effect 
the west side of the street at 
Edgemont. The landscaping for 
both projects will include trees, 
shrubs, and other assorted 
ground plants. The base mate-
rial will be a small decomposed 
granite. 

In my meetings with con-
tractors they assure me this is a 
relatively low profile construc-
tion process. Once the work is 
started the project would be 
completed in approximately 
3 weeks. There will be mini-
mal inconvenience as there is 
not a great deal of trenching, 
however, like any construction 
project anticipate barricades 
around the area for the length 
of the project. 

This project is funded by 
the Willo Neighborhood Asso-
ciation and in 2006 the board 
approved $150,000 toward 
the project. At the time of ap-
proval the Streetscape Im-
provement Plan incorporated 
similar islands at the south 
end of the Willo on 3rd and 5th 
Avenue’s at Almeria. Due to 
objection by the neighbors in 
the Almeria area, the project 

focused on Edgemont only. 
The approximate total cost to 
complete the Edgemont phase 
of this project is $90,000 
(this includes construction 
and other fees including en-
gineering costs, advertising/
promotional fees, and draw-
ings). Please note the associa-
tion will assume costs of water 
while the city will maintain the 
islands.

Next Steps: I will present 
my recommendation to the 
board at the September asso-
ciation meeting. If the board 
approves, a vote will be taken 
allowing us to enter into a 
contract with the chosen con-
struction company. Once a 
contract is in place and per-
mits have been pulled from 
the City of Phoenix, I estimate 
construction could start as 
early as mid October to the 
first of November. 

If you have additional ques-
tions about the project or 
would like to comment, please 
join us at our September board 
meeting.  Details regarding lo-
cation, date and time are avail-
able on the Willo website.  

Greg Corns (Granada)
improving 3rd and 5th Avenues

iSlandS (in blaCk)






